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The star of Parks and Recreation and author of the New York Times best seller Paddle Your Own

Canoe returns with a second book that humorously highlights 21 figures from our nation's history,

from her inception to present day - Nick's personal pantheon of "great Americans". To millions of

people, Nick Offerman is America. Both Nick and his character, Ron Swanson, are known for their

humor and patriotism in equal measure. After the great success of his autobiography Paddle Your

Own Canoe, Offerman now focuses on the lives of those who inspired him. From George

Washington to Willie Nelson, he describes 21 heroic figures and why they inspire in him such great

meaning. He'll combine both serious history with light-hearted humor - comparing, say, George

Washington's wooden teeth to his own experience as a woodworker. The subject matter will also

allow Offerman to expound upon his favorite topics, which listeners love to hear - areas such as

religion, politics, woodworking and handcrafting, agriculture, creativity, philosophy, fashion, and, of

course, meat.
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I really enjoyed listening to Nick Offerman's first book, Paddle Your Own Canoe: One Man's

Fundamentals for Delicious Living, and was looking forward to his second book with a great deal of

anticipation. I was not disappointed.In this book Offerman talks about gumption: combination of hard

work, courage, and a willingness to go down the less travelled road. It began in an almost expected

way--with several of the Founding Fathers. What made his biographical sketches of them different



were the way he told these stories and his own particular interpretations of their lives and the

lessons he learned from them. Offerman is a great story teller. And while he takes himself lightly, he

does not take his message lightly: that an intrinsic quality of the American character is the

willingness to go against the grain and to do your own thing. More than that, though, to do it well

enough that you can make enormous change--whether this is what you set out to do or not.The

book was idiosyncratic in that, after some of the expected historical figures (Washington, Franklin,

Madison) and moving to other, less expected, figures (Frederick Douglass, Theodore Roosevelt,

and Eleanor Roosevelt) his list becomes much more personal. I was introduced to historical figures I

had not heard of and contemporary Americans--some known to me, some not. All these stories

were told with a dry wit and wry humor that stayed on message.I have often thought that many of

the best comedians were also philosophers. That they spread the world views of their philosophies

with humor to help the medicine go down. Offerman is in this vein. He has a philosophy of life that

he is passionate about.
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